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PCA Washington Office Moves

Effective today, the PCA office in Washington, DC, is located in the
Connecticut Building. The new address is Portland Cement Association,
1150 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 500, Washington, D.C. 20036-4104. 
Phone numbers and e-mail addresses are unchanged (202.408.9494; fax:
202.408.0877).

Buzzi Awarded Wildlife Habitat Council Certifications

Buzzi Unicem USA announced last week the Wildlife Habitat Council
(WHC) awarded three plants certifications under their wildlife improvement
programs. 

The WHC Wildlife at Work certification, recognizing programs that create,
conserve, and restore wildlife habitats on corporate lands, was awarded to
the Festus, Missouri,  plant for its forest management efforts and to the
Stockertown, Pennsylvania, plant for habitat rehabilitation and restoration
efforts. 

The WHC Corporate Lands for Learning certification, recognizing programs
that promote innovative teaching and learning techniques and provide
opportunities for community members to get involved in conservation
efforts, was awarded to the Pryor, Oklahoma, plant for its creation of an
outdoor classroom designed to enhance the environmental education of
local school students and community groups.

This is Stockertown’s second WHC certification.  The plant was awarded
the Corporate Lands for Learning certification in 2013 for its creation of an
open air laboratory designed for use by local high school students, which
has been expanded to now include the area designed for this newer
endeavor.

ACCS Hosts Webinar on Taller Wood Residences

A free webinar by the Alliance for Concrete Codes and Standards (ACCS)
will address recent code developments in Canada that encourage wood
framing in place of noncombustible construction and how this can impact
future construction in the United States. The webinar is scheduled for
December 16 at 2 p.m. CST. 

The current model building code used in most jurisdictions in the United
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Mixtures
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States, the International Code Council International Building Code limits
the height of wood-frame construction to four stories for residential
construction. However, the wood industry in Canada has successfully
campaigned to change the National Building Code of Canada to increase
the permissible height of wood frame buildings to six stories. 

In addition, the wood industry has successfully modified the model building
code in the United States, and proposals are anticipated in the 2018
edition of the International Building Code development cycle which begins
in January 2015. Currently in the US and Canada, the most common form
of five- and six-story residential construction is the use of load-bearing
concrete masonry with precast concrete floors. 
To register for the seminar, contact Jim Baty
Contact Jay Hall

Four Lehigh Hanson Cement Plants Earn EPA's
ENERGY STAR Certification

Lehigh Hanson Inc., announced last week that four of its Lehigh Cement
plants have earned the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA)
prestigious ENERGY STAR® certification for 2014. The company's cement
manufacturing plants in Leeds, Alabama, Union Bridge, Maryland, Glens
Falls, New York, and Redding, California, all  perform within the top 25
percent of cement plants nationwide for energy efficiency and meet strict
energy efficiency performance levels set by the EPA.

"At Lehigh Hanson, we are committed to operating in a safe and
environmentally responsible manner," said Dan Harrington, Lehigh Hanson
president and CEO. "The superior energy management efforts at the
Leeds, Union Bridge, Glens Falls and Redding cement manufacturing
facilities are a clear reflection of this commitment. We are extremely proud
of these four plants and pleased that our ongoing efforts are recognized by
the EPA."

Earning the ENERGY STAR certification at these four cement plants is just
one example of Lehigh Hanson's industry leadership in reducing the
impact of its operations on the environment. Lehigh Hanson has
operational efficiency programs in place across all  its business lines and
strict energy management is a priority at its manufacturing sites across
North America.

The company also is an ENERGY STAR corporate partner and has the
unique distinction of being the only aggregates producer to have four of its
crushed stone plants achieve the EPA's ENERGY STAR Challenge for
Industry.

Economy Shows Growth in the 3rd Quarter

With the economy growing
3.5 percent in the third
quarter, PCA expects net job
creation to further accelerate
in 2015 to a 2.9 million pace
from the expected levels of
2.7 million in 2014.

Strong job growth, pristine
corporate balance sheets,
and easing of lending
standards reinforce the
recent acceleration. Labor

markets impact foreclosure rates and home prices, nonresidential vacancy
rates, and state fiscal conditions. Using this high frequency indicator,
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among other metrics, PCA will be updating the following state rankings of
construction fundamentals on a monthly basis. Overall, North Dakota,
Texas, South Dakota, Washington D.C., and Nebraska, have the strongest
relative construction fundamentals.

Construction recoveries will continue to emerge in local markets before
being reflected in national numbers. Homebuilders, for example, are
unlikely to significantly accelerate construction activity until two critical
conditions are met: 1) low levels in inventory of unsold new homes
reflecting no higher than a five month supply, and 2) stable or rising home
prices. Both conditions are now increasingly being met and signaling the
residential construction recovery – the speed and magnitude continue to
vary by region. Regions with weakest residential fundamentals will likely
lead the market in rates of growth given years of under-building. However,
compared to past peaks, these regions with the weakest fundamentals will
remain below national averages in terms of overall recovery progress.
Contact Dave Zwicke

Minnesota DOT Open to MIT Collaborative Study

Through the results of PCA and partner efforts, the Office of Materials and
Road Research of the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT)
has indicated interest in collaborating with MIT CSHub on a collaborative
life-cycle cost analysis research study. 

Although discussions with MnDOT have been ongoing, the agency
announced intent for a research study after attending a presentation last
week by the National Ready Mixed Concrete Association and MIT at the
Aggregate & Ready Mix Association of Minnesota (ARM) convention.  PCA
has also been working with partner organizations ARM and Concrete
Paving Association of Minnesota to advance this opportunity. A program
will be formalized in the upcoming months.

PCA and its partners are also discussing a similar proposal in North
Dakota. 
Contact Doug Burns

Discounted Registration to World of Concrete

World of Concrete 2015 will be held
in Las Vegas on February 2-6,
2015. The largest, most
comprehensive commercial concrete
and masonry event for the concrete
industry features more than 1,500
exhibitors and more than 100
seminars and conference sessions.

As a cosponsor, PCA offers discount
admission to exhibits. By registering
through PCA and using promo code

A32, exhibit admission is only $20, a $40 savings.

Additionally, PCA receives a rebate from Hanley-Wood based on the
number of pre-registered attendees who come to the show.
For discounted registration, click here
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