
 

 

Vote Online at ICC CDPaccess to Fix the Building Codes 
 

Efforts by interests favoring least initial cost continue to relax the fire protection criteria of the International Building Code.  Relaxations are being 
permitted simply due to the presence of sprinklers without technical justification that life safety, property protection, welfare to the public and 
safety to emergency responders are NOT being compromised.  This issue is now a priority for National Association of State Fire Marshals via project 
Fail-Safe. 

Eligible ICC voters are encouraged to vote as recommended by the Portland Cement Association to help assure adequate minimum levels of life 
safety, property protection and safety for responders.  Fire service personnel not eligible to vote should encourage registered government officials 
to vote as follows:  To see these Proposals and Public Comments Click Here  
 

Proposal Subject Action Needed 

G170-15 Clarifies that combustible FRTW is not permitted within exterior bearing walls of Type III construction.   
More on this public comment by the Boeing Company 

Approve 
 Public Comment #2 

G176-15 
Clarifies that combustible fire retardant treated wood (FRTW) is not an alternate to non-combustible 
construction.   More on this proposal by the Masonry Alliance for Codes and Standards. 

Approve  
As Submitted 

G165-15 
Tests only show that cross laminated timber (CLT) performs similarly to heavy timber.  This proposal 
increases heights and areas to more than permitted for heavy timber.  More on this proposal by the 
American Wood Council 

Disapprove 
As Submitted 

G135-15 
Assures adequate fire department access to stage and safely combat fires, avoiding scenarios like in Ponte 
Vedra, FL on July 13, 2015.  More  on this proposal by the Masonry Alliance for Codes and Standards 

Approve  
As Submitted 

G144-15 
Maintains adequate fire department access to stage and safely combat fires similar to G135-15.  More on 
this proposal by the Portland Cement Association 

Approve  
As Submitted 

G23-15 Provides the necessary fire resistance to support occupied roofs allowing safer access by fire services from 
below.  More on this proposal by the City of San Diego. 

Approve  
As Submitted 

G232-15 
Fire watches provide early detection and suppression during construction and deter arson.  Fire watches 
help avoid disasters like in Los Angeles, CA on December 8, 2014.  More on this proposal by the City of San 
Diego 

Approve  
As Submitted 

 

Click here to see all of PCA Recommended Voting Actions 

http://www.iccsafe.org/cdpaccess/
https://www.firemarshals.org/news
http://media.iccsafe.org/codes/2015-2017/GroupA/PCH/IBC-General.pdf
http://www.cement.org/docs/default-source/th-codes-standards-pdfs/icc/151112a-pca-2018-ibc-public-comment-list.pdf?sfvrsn=2


 

 

 

Background and Reasoning 
The emphasis on least initial cost has degraded the code to the point where placards are being placed on buildings WARNING RESPONDERS not to 
enter and advising where staging areas can be located.  Fires not initially controlled by fire sprinklers are quickly out of control, jeopardizing the 
welfare and safety of fire fighters, residents and neighbors.  The number of changes already approved in the code has alarmed the National 
Association of State Fire Marshals which is responding by proposing research to quantify the fire protection features in buildings via project Fail-
Safe.  Support a moratorium on further relaxation of the fire protection features in buildings until there is technical justification that safety to 
civilians and responders and property protection is not being compromised.  Vote to fix the Building Codes. 

The 7 proposals above can potentially affect the life safety of residents and responders as well affecting property protection and the welfare of 
communities and the families who live within these communities.  Building codes for multi-family structures have eroded to a point where 
uncontrolled multi-family structure fires [Click here for list or videos] are becoming common place.  Exercise your rights, as an ICC governmental 
member by: 

Voting online via ICC CdpAccess scheduled to occur in early 2016 
Watch for ICC announcements 

RETURN 
 
  

http://www.firemarshals.org/
http://www.firemarshals.org/
https://av.iccsafe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=icc-cdp&WebCode=LoginRequired&URL_success=https%3A%2F%2Fcdpaccess.com%2F%3FToken%3D%7BToken%7D


 

 

G170-15 
Public comment #2 is an editorial change that clarifies that the use of fire retardant wood within 
exterior non-combustible loadbearing walls of Type III construction is not to be  interpreted as 
permitting combustible fire retardant wood in lieu of non-combustible exterior bearing walls  

Approve 
 Public Comment # 2 

Vote to approve public comment # 2 on G170-15 
 

When the International Building Code was developed, provisions from all 3 of the legacy codes were included.  BOCA nor the Southern Building 
Code permitted FRTW within exterior bearing walls of Type III construction.  Since the inception of the IBC, this section has been a source of 
confusion, stemming from the fact that the Uniform Building Code permitted FRTW to be placed inside the wall, but not as an alternative to the 
required non-combustible bearing elements.  This public comment clarifies that non-combustible bearing walls are still required in Type III by 
removing the ambiguous language. To see proposal and public comment click Here. 

Vote to clarify use of FRTW. 
Approve public comment # 2 on G170-15. 

 
RETURN 

  

http://media.iccsafe.org/codes/2015-2017/GroupA/PCH/IBC-General.pdf


 

 

G23-15 Provides the necessary fire resistance to support occupied roofs allowing safer access by 
fire services from below.  

Approve  
As Submitted 

Vote to overturn committee action and approve G23-15 As Submitted 
 

International Building Code Table 508.4, Required Separation of Occupancies, provides hourly required ratings between occupancy groups based 
on hazard.  Providing some level of fire protection to the ceiling below an un-sprinkled roof top occupancy increases the level of protection as 
rooftop occupants evacuate.  Based on current code exiting from the rooftop may involve traversing the floor below.  Fire Fighters are forced to 
enter the involved area from below the fire for rescue efforts and suppression.   

Roof tops are being occupied and utilized for numerous assembly purposes including, but not limited to, weddings, private parties, restaurants, 
lounges and nightclubs.  Routinely decorative gas heating appliances are scattered about and as seen in the videos below, smoking is permitted and 
has been shown to be the cause in many roof top fires.  Roof top rescue and fire fighting is known to be more challenging especially if the building 
height is more than 40 feet.  

Providing a 1 to 2 hour rating between occupied roof tops and the story below can be achieved easily and at a negligible increase in cost. This will 
increase the time in which the roof/ceiling assembly will be structurally stable in fire conditions. To see proposal and public comment click Here 

Vote to require these ratings as proposed by the City of San Diego and improve the code for fire fighters and occupants.  
Approve G23-15 As Submitted. 

Videos of roof top fires: 

http://www.king5.com/story/news/local/seattle/2014/09/11/seattle-capitol-hill-apartment-fire/15458593/ 

http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/28/discarded-cigarette-butt-to-blame-in-downtown-rooftop-deck-fire/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDf1W-QE_FQ 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/25/nyregion/25fire.html?_r=0 

RETURN 

  

http://media.iccsafe.org/codes/2015-2017/GroupA/PCH/IBC-General.pdf
http://www.king5.com/story/news/local/seattle/2014/09/11/seattle-capitol-hill-apartment-fire/15458593/
http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/28/discarded-cigarette-butt-to-blame-in-downtown-rooftop-deck-fire/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDf1W-QE_FQ
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/25/nyregion/25fire.html?_r=0


 

 

G135-15 Assures adequate fire department access to stage and safely combat fires, avoiding scenarios like 
in Ponte Vedra, FL on July 13, 2015.   

Approve  
As Submitted 

Vote to overturn committee action and approve G135-15 As Submitted 
 
If there is any doubt that construction fires have been on the rise since the inception of the ICC codes you simply have read a report by ICC stating 
occurrences at an alarming rate of 3 per week.  Devastating fires destroying entire city 
blocks and beyond are overwhelming fire crews who are forced to “surround and drown” in 
hopes of saving nearby buildings.  The 7- story combustible building under construction in 
LA, California closed major highways and ignited 6 floors of an adjacent high rise due to 
intense heat.  A major fire at a Virginia Commonwealth University ignited 26 buildings as fire 
fighters were hampered by access.  Recently at Ponte Verde, FL a fire on July 13, 2015 and 
destroyed a 20 unit complex leaving 30 people homeless.  Chief Robshaw was quoted "We 
had a heavy fire load upon arrival, so we were essentially playing catch up as soon as we got 
here. The location of the building, while one side gives us good access, the opposite side of 
the structure, essentially, here’s very little access,” Robshaw said. “The other building is very 
close to it, so it’s difficult for us to get back there. That is where the main body of the fire was 
located. So really one of our primary objectives, initially, was accessing that area and then 
preventing the adjacent structure from becoming involved.”   To see proposal and public comment click Here 

Vote to improve the building code by providing more space between combustible structures. 
Approve G135-15 As Submitted 

 
Watch video of Ponte Vedra, FL fire. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-G9CJ2-CQTw  Ponte Vedra, FL 

RETURN 

  

Construction Fire Richmond, VA  www.gettyimage.com 

http://media.iccsafe.org/codes/2015-2017/GroupA/PCH/IBC-General.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-G9CJ2-CQTw


 

 

G144-15 Maintains adequate fire department access to stage and safely combat fires similar to G135-15. Approve  
As Submitted 

Vote to overturn the committee and approve G144-15 As Submitted 

Increases in allowable area per floor are given for fire separation distances of 20 
ft. – 30 ft. where full credit is given at 30 ft. and allows a 75% increase in area 
per floor.  30 ft is not an adequate distance to stage from a combustible building 
which is 50 ft. tall.  This distance easily allows thermal radiation to ignite 
structures and fire apparatus trapped between buildings.  Vote to fix the 
building codes and make fire fighters and neighbors safer.  

Today combustible buildings are not what they use to be.  With modern 
engineering, today’s Lightweight Wood Construction fails, in fire conditions at a 
faster rate than conventional “stick built” wooden construction.  Metal gussets 
holding floor and roof trusses together have been shown to fail in fire tests in as 
little as 8 minutes.   http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/fplrp/fplrp522.pdf  Once 
the roof is engulfed and sides become exposed thermal radiation from fully 
involved multi-story buildings can ignite combustibles over 75 ft. away.   An adequate separation distance, between buildings, is critical to 
mitigating fire spread and providing access for firefighting and rescue operations.  To see proposal and public comment click Here. 

Vote to overturn the committee and maintain adequate access for staging. 
Approve G144-15 As Submitted. 

 

RETURN 

  

LA Construction Fire  www.gettyimage.com 

http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/fplrp/fplrp522.pdf
http://media.iccsafe.org/codes/2015-2017/GroupA/PCH/IBC-General.pdf


 

 

G176-15 
Clarifies that combustible fire retardant treated wood (FRTW) is not an alternate to non-
combustible construction.  

Approve  
As Submitted 

Vote to overturn the committee action and approve G176-15 As Submitted 
 
Type III construction requires Non-Combustible exterior bearing walls, however since the inception of the International Building Code (IBC), there 
has been increased use of combustible fire retardant treated wood (FRTW) although not specifically permitted by language in the building code.  
This increased use of combustibles in lieu of non-combustible construction is the result of an interpretation in the commentary of the IBC.  Many 
building code officials continue to interpret the code as only allowing FRTW for use as non-load bearing elements in exterior walls of Type III 
construction in the same fashion as permitted for non-combustible elements of Type I and II construction.  This change corrects that 
misinterpretation and only permits the use of FRTW as non load bearing elements of Type III construction.  Without the code change, Type III 
becomes essentially the same as Type V construction but with larger heights and areas.  This issue has been recognized as a concern with many 
building code officials.  The state of New Jersey has amended their code to make it clear FRTW is not permitted as the load bearing elements of 
exterior walls in Type III construction. 
The Code currently states: 602.3 Type III. Type III construction is that type of construction in which the exterior walls are of noncombustible 
materials and the interior building elements are of any material permitted by this code. Fire-retardant-treated wood framing complying with Section 
2303.2 shall be permitted within exterior wall assemblies of a 2-hour rating or less.  Similar language 
permits FRTW in Type I and II construction.  If permitted as the load bearing elements of exterior walls 
in Type III the obvious next step is to allow FRTW as structural elements in Type I and II.  Keep 
combustible construction limited to Type IV and V and interior portions of Type III construction. The 
reason there is a Type III construction in the building code is for life safety property protection and 
protection of emergency responders and not an alternative to Type V.  Overturn committee action and 
support G176 as submitted to assure the appropriate clarity that combustible FRTW should only 
permitted to be contained in non-combustible exterior walls of Type III construction as it is in Type I 
and II, but not permitted to serve as the structural elements.  
As an example, the 7 story construction fire in LA, California on December 8, 2014 was designed and 
built using Type III construction with FRTW framing for the load bearing exterior walls.  This material is 
treated and has a 20 minute ignition barrier.  Non-combustible and ignition resistant are not the 
same.  To see proposal and public comment click Here  

Vote to fix the Building Code by clarifying language on use of FRTW in Type III Construction. 
Approve G176-15 As Submitted. 

 

RETURN 

Scaffolding is all that remains from a 7 story LA building 
fire being constructed with FRTW .  
www.gettyimage.com 

http://media.iccsafe.org/codes/2015-2017/GroupA/PCH/IBC-General.pdf


 

 

G232-15 Fire watches provide early detection and suppression during construction and deter arson.  Fire 
watches help avoid disasters like in Los Angeles, CA on December 8, 2014. 

Approve  
As Submitted 

Vote to overturn committee action and approve G232-15 As Submitted 

Proposal G232-15 – Requires a Fire Watch for combustible buildings 4 stories or more in height while under construction.  Fire prevention and 
early detection is easiest way to make fire fighters safer.  A fire watch during non-working hours provides deterrence to arson, early detection and 
possible suppression of fire at its incipient stage.  Some believe this issue would be more appropriate in the International Fire Code (ICC).  We 
concur but believe this issue needs to be addressed sooner than later and incorporating into the building code this cycle will improve the code.  The 
fire code and building code can be correlated in future editions.  In addition, many jurisdictions do not adopt and enforce the fire code.  This 
provision would be lost in those situations unless it is also contained in the building code so that it can be enforced by building officials.  To see 
proposal and public comment click Here 

Vote to make buildings safer, require fire watches during construction of combustible buildings. 
Approve G232-15 As Submitted 

 

Watch video of Houston Apartment Fire and Rescue of Construction Worker:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9N-eH4GbbJg  Houston, TX 

RETURN 

  

http://media.iccsafe.org/codes/2015-2017/GroupA/PCH/IBC-General.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9N-eH4GbbJg


 

 

G165-15 Tests only show that cross laminated timber (CLT) performs similarly to heavy timber.  This 
proposal increases heights and areas to more than permitted for heavy timber.   

Disapprove 
As Submitted 

Vote to support committee action and disapprove G165-15 As Submitted 
 
Based on claims and proposals by the American Wood Council (AWC), CLT performs very similar to Heavy Timber both in fire endurance and 
structural capacity.  Currently the building code permits Heavy Timber (Type IV) construction to be no more than 5 stories. The CLT like heavy 
timber is still combustible.  A proposal by the AWC aims to increase the allowable story height from 5 stories to a massive 9 story building.  The 
reasoning statement does not demonstrate comparable performance to non-combustible construction.  Currently the building code requires non-
combustible load bearing elements for buildings over 6 stories.  These proposals met heavy resistance from fire fighters as well the many others at 
the committee hearings and failed to get committee support.  A public comment by the AWC has been submitted for the final action hearings.  To 
see proposal and public comment click Here 

Uphold the committee and fellow firefighters by supporting committee action. 
Disapprove G165-15 As Submitted. 

 
Partial list of North American Massive Fires in Large-Scale Residential Wood Structures 

Occupied buildings or fire spread to occupied buildings nearby (one was damaged by extreme heat): 
 

Evans, GA, 2015. (You-Tube Video) Occupied upscale Marshall Square Retirement Resort. One person died. 100 apartments and 48 garden units. 
Resident reported sprinklers did not come on. Columbia County Water Utility increased overall water production for day from 9 to 20 million 
gallons to fight the fire.   “There were definitely rigorous inspections when it was being built,” [Columbia County Administrator Scott] Johnson said, 
adding that several items had to be changed during construction to meet the standard. “I can say unequivocally that the building was built to 
code because we would not have issued a certificate of occupancy if it were not built to code.” …(Augusta Chronicle, June 2 2015) “Hollis Key, 75, 
said he and his wife Marguerite, 71, also thought it was a false alarm until firefighters burst through their door while sweeping the building. … ‘I 
heard the fire alarms, but they kept going on and off. That happens a lot,’ Key said.” (Times Free Press, June 2, 2015)… "Like I said it was family, 
everyone there was family," she said. And now this family has to say goodbye to their friends, belongings, and their home.”(WRDW, June 3, 2015).  
(Photos of fire). 

Edmonton, Canada 2015. (CBC News, May 25, 2015) 100-occupied units destroyed by fire, smoke and water in wood condo structure.  Fire started 
by thrown cigarette butt on exterior siding, and it spread up exterior of building, disabling sprinklers.  No smoke alarms were triggered.   A 
passerby ran through the building banging on doors to get plus people out and ended up in the hospital for smoke inhalation. “Essentially what we 
have here is a high rise on its side," he [district chief Brian Lees] said. "These four-storey condominiums are massive." (CBC News with video May 

http://media.iccsafe.org/codes/2015-2017/GroupA/PCH/IBC-General.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ph8WOWXG6iY&amp;t=52
http://m.chronicle.augusta.com/latest-news/2015-06-02/fire-destroys-marshall-square-retirement-community-evans
http://m.chronicle.augusta.com/latest-news/2015-06-02/fire-destroys-marshall-square-retirement-community-evans
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/story/2015/jun/02/retirement-home-residents-flee-fire-walkers-and-wheelchairs/307493/
http://www.wrdw.com/home/headlines/Crews--305797101.html
http://chronicle.augusta.com/slideshow/2015-06-02/marshall-place-fire
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/clareview-condo-fire-started-by-cigarette-discarded-in-diaper-pail-1.3086789
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/clareview-condo-fire-like-dynamite-says-deputy-chief-1.3084739


 

 

22,  2015) “Someone smoking on a balcony tossed the butt. The cigarette kept burning and lit the siding on fire, which burned up through the 
soffits and into the attic. Flames compromised pipes in the sprinkler system and because it started on the outside, it didn’t trigger smoke alarms. A 
passerby saw the growing blaze, pulled the alarm inside, then ran down the hallways banging on doors. He even pulled one person out of the 
shower before fleeing the flames himself,” “It costs about $20 a square foot more to build in concrete than wood, give or take several dollars, Der 
said. “It’s not as huge a difference as people think it is.” Edmonton  Journal, May 25, 2015 
 
Edgewater, NJ 2015. (True Jersey video) Occupied 240-unit wood building destroyed by fire, no humans killed, other animals killed. 500 firefighters 
responded. 1000 people displaced. Schools closed for several days. Took firefighters over twelve hours to extinguish fire.  Fireboats from Hudson 
river pumped water into building. Video shows fire spreading through roof. Video at 3 min 20 sec.  See also: Edgewater, NJ 2000 as same project 
that had a fire during construction in 2000. 

Gwinnett County, GA 2015.  (You-Tube video)) Fire damaged or destroyed 21 units at Arium Sweetwater Apartments. 

Ponte Vedra, FL, 2015. (You-Tube video) Fire at the Belleza condominiums destroyed 20 units. 

Baltimore, MD, 2015. (CNN report) Under-construction senior center.  Building was set on fire during riots. 

Los Angeles, CA, 2014. (Los Angeles Times video) Under-construction seven-story 526-unit wood complex burns (1.3 million square feet).  250 
firefighters respond.  Fire closed two freeways (Video).   

San Francisco, CA 2014.  (CBS SF Bay Area video)  Under-construction 172-unit wood building.  Fire started by welding on roof.  Nearby buildings 
filled with smoke and damaged. Fire investigation cited no fire watch for “hot work” of welding and grinding. “Experts say it’s difficult for fire 
officials to inspect the majority of construction sites to ensure that those “hot work” rules are followed. In many cases, fire departments rely on 
the private sector to ensure crews are abiding by the safety codes.” (KQED, June 16, 2014). 

Dallas, TX, 2014. (ABC video report) Occupied building. Smoke and fire seen first in 2nd and 3rd floors; 80 people displaced; 16 fire engines 
deployed due to fear fire would spread. Firefighter sustained minor injuries by falling debris. “DFR reports 81 people have been displaced and 
as many as 42 apartments have been destroyed or are without essential services after the fire.” NBC report You tube video. 

Kitchner, Canada, 2014. ( The Record video) Partially completed, occupied and unoccupied units burned. Wood frame structure (Record, July 
24, 2014). . Two blocks of homes destroyed. Others damaged. “Nobody was injured but residents had to run for safety as flames spread from 
block to block. Witnesses said the fire grew rapidly in a townhouse block under construction before spreading. ‘I just saw this big wall of flames 
out the back window,’ said Connie Zarsycki of Louisa Street as she stood on the roadway in a nightshirt. ‘I screamed and got my daughter and 
got out.’ Her five-unit block of completed townhouses had its back to the heart of the growing blaze. Flames spread to her roof as they 
consumed two seven-unit townhouse blocks behind it. One of those blocks had not yet been bricked, while the second block was nearly 
complete. … A mixture of condominiums, townhomes and parkland is proposed for the 6.4 hectares (16 acres) bounded by Blucher, St. Leger and 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/clareview-condo-fire-like-dynamite-says-deputy-chief-1.3084739
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/clareview-condo-fire-like-dynamite-says-deputy-chief-1.3084739
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/touch/story.html?id=11086301
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/touch/story.html?id=11086301
http://www.nj.com/bergen/index.ssf/2015/01/christie_speaks_about_edgewater_fire.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98UJwWamJLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_z8DmRkppg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-G9CJ2-CQTw
http://www.cnn.com/videos/us/2015/04/28/ac-beeper-fire-baltimore-riot.cnn/video/playlists/riots-in-baltimore/
http://www.cnn.com/videos/us/2015/04/28/ac-beeper-fire-baltimore-riot.cnn/video/playlists/riots-in-baltimore/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/miranda/la-et-cam-da-vinci-apartment-fire-palmer-urbanism-20141208-column.html
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/miranda/la-et-cam-da-vinci-apartment-fire-palmer-urbanism-20141208-column.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDmT1-d7VGc&amp;feature=youtu.be
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2014/05/07/investigators-report-san-francisco-mission-bay-fire-at-mb360-development-was-accidental-likely-caused-by-welding/
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2014/05/07/investigators-report-san-francisco-mission-bay-fire-at-mb360-development-was-accidental-likely-caused-by-welding/
http://ww2.kqed.org/news/2014/06/16/subcontractor-mission-bay-fire-disputes/
http://www.wfaa.com/story/news/local/dallas-county/2014/08/20/14169926/
http://www.wfaa.com/story/news/local/dallas-county/2014/08/20/14169926/
http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Massive-Fire-Guts-Apartment-Building-245524281.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIbHCikSZas&amp;feature=youtu.be
http://www.therecord.com/news-story/4644066-fire-rips-through-kitchener-townhouse-development/
http://www.mississauga.com/news-story/4647929-arson-now-suspected-in-5m-townhome-fire-in-kitchener/
http://www.mississauga.com/news-story/4647929-arson-now-suspected-in-5m-townhome-fire-in-kitchener/


 

 

Louisa streets and Margaret Avenue. Apartment buildings up to 12 stories tall are planned for the centre of the site. … The complex is expected 
to be constructed in four phases over a decade. The fire was in the first phase of units.” (The Record, July 23, 2014)  Video. 

Portland, OR 2014. (The Oregonian video)  5-alarm blaze in under-construction wood building. Car bodies nearby melted by the heat.  “ ‘These 
building have no protections. It's just bare wood, and it's stacked up like kindling,’ said Doug Jones, Portland's assistant fire marshal. ‘Once they 
catch fire, he said, they burn too quickly to save.’ … It took 135 firefighters and 1.5 million gallons of water to extinguish the fire, but not before 
it spread to a nearby house that was left uninhabitable.  … ‘You've got this giant stack of kiln-dried wood just waiting for a match,’ said Jeff 
Myhre, president of Myhre Group Architects, which has designed dozens similar wood-frame buildings in Portland.’ ” 

Omaha, NE, 2014. (Omaha World Herald article) Three fires in 15 months in occupied complex. Complex did not burn down. 480-units. 20 
buildings.   After third fire smoking was banned in complex. 

Madison, WI, 2014. (abc report) 105-unit under construction building. 

Cliffside, NJ, 2014. (Cliffside NJ 2014) Under construction four-story wood building burns and ignites 3-story building nearby. Hundreds of 
residents evacuated. 

East Lansing, MI, 2014. (You-Tube video)  More than a dozen people have been displaced after a fire at the Landings Apartments at Chandler 
Crossings.  Management says 12 units were affected by the flames. 

Houston, TX, 2014. (Houston Chron video) Under construction 396-unit luxury apartment building.  “A five-alarm, windswept fire that 
destroyed a $50 million luxury apartment building under construction in Montrose on Tuesday may have been sparked by a welder, a fire 
department official said. ‘There was a report of a couple of guys working on the roof doing welding,"said Houston Fire Department Deputy Chief 
Greg Lewis. ‘When our units arrived, there was a small fire and construction workers were attempting to put it out. There was sustained wind of 
15 to 20 miles an hour, and it was a wind-driven fire. In the end, the 396-unit complex in the 2400 block of West Dallas, known as the Axis 
Apartments, was reduced to ashes mere months before it was to open to tenants in June.” Video --note fire spreading along the roof. Black 
smoke seen miles away Another video  of construction worker trying to escape fire. 

Rockville, MD, 2014. (WTOP video) Under-construction 150-unit building gutted.  200 firefighters responded. 

Madison, WI, 2014. (abc report) 105-unit under construction building. 

Cliffside, NJ, 2014. (Cliffside NJ 2014) Under construction four-story wood building burns and ignites 3-story building nearby. Hundreds of 
residents evacuated. 

Rockland, MD, 2013.  (NBC Washington video)  Under-construction wood building the size of a city block burns. 3-alarm fire. 90% complete. 
150 units.   Total loss.  Estimated $15-20 million.  You Tube video. 

http://www.therecord.com/news-story/4644066-fire-rips-through-kitchener-townhouse-development/
http://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/5-million-damage-estimate-in-construction-site-fire-1.1925523
http://www.oregonlive.com/front-porch/index.ssf/2014/05/august_5-alarm_fire_at_apartme.html
http://www.myhregroup.com/
http://www.omaha.com/news/after-cigarette-fires-butts-are-getting-the-boot-at-omaha/article_03fe540a-71f7-5d1e-bc3e-172ff14f2b44.html
http://www.omaha.com/news/after-cigarette-fires-butts-are-getting-the-boot-at-omaha/article_03fe540a-71f7-5d1e-bc3e-172ff14f2b44.html
http://www.wkow.com/story/26237329/2014/08/08/fire-on-madisons-east-side
http://www.nj.com/bergen/index.ssf/2014/11/firefighters_battling_cliffside_park_blaze_tuesday.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nK8ztQXnyik
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Fire-official-speculates-on-cause-of-Montrose-5347617.php
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Fire-official-speculates-on-cause-of-Montrose-5347617.php
http://www.chron.com/search/?action=search&amp;channel=news%2Fhouston-texas%2Fhouston&amp;inlineLink=1&amp;searchindex=gsa&amp;query=%22Houston%2BFire%2BDepartment%22
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dR_lq4D6jZw&amp;feature=youtu.be
http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2014/mar/26/aig-houston-fire-rescue-construction-worker-video
http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2014/mar/26/aig-houston-fire-rescue-construction-worker-video
http://wtop.com/news/2014/04/massive-fire-engulfs-damages-montgomery-county-apartment-building-video/slide/15/
http://wtop.com/news/2014/04/massive-fire-engulfs-damages-montgomery-county-apartment-building-video/slide/15/
http://www.wkow.com/story/26237329/2014/08/08/fire-on-madisons-east-side
http://www.nj.com/bergen/index.ssf/2014/11/firefighters_battling_cliffside_park_blaze_tuesday.html
http://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/Crews-Battle-Massive-2-Alarm-Fire-in-Gaithersburg-253337021.html
http://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/Crews-Battle-Massive-2-Alarm-Fire-in-Gaithersburg-253337021.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69P1wwfV6iI


 

 

Kingston, Canada, 2013. (Toronto Sun video) Under construction student housing burns.  Burned crane operator rescued by military helicopter. 
“The city provided busing for students and seniors affected by the fire as a wide stretch of the area was evacuated for much of Tuesday 
afternoon.” 

Raleigh, NC 2013. (You-Tube video) Fire at Camden Crest apartments damaged 37 units and 53 residents were displaced. About 70 firefighters 
were called to blaze. 

Glendale, CO 2013.  Under construction block-sized wood building. As many as 100 neighbors evacuated. Individual video on YouTube with  
resident commentaries as they flee.  Fire seen miles away.  Neighboring apartments suffered exterior damage because of extreme heat. Cars 
damaged by radiant heat. 23 fire trucks responded. Another You Tube video (flames 150 ft). 

Uniondale, NY, 2012. (You-Tube video) Under construction. Truss construction fire spreads through roof. 

Quincy, MA, 2011. (The Patriot Ledger article) Occupied 24-unit wood structure destroyed. Rapid fire spread throughout the trussed attic 
space. Believed to be started by a charcoal grill on first floor patio. 

Danvers, MA, 2007.  (Opacity article) Four under-construction wood buildings with a total of 147 units burned.  Four-alarm blaze.  8 
communities sent firefighters. 20 residents evacuated from nearby apartments. “The fire engulfed entirely new construction … The fire also 
destroyed four utility buildings … Workers had yet to install sprinkler systems in the structure that burned.  The fire ‘bascially went through like 
a lumberyard fire,’ [Fire Chief] Tutko said.” 

Edmonton, Canada, 2007. (Edmonton Journal Article) “…the 2007 MacEwan blaze, that took out a four-storey building under construction and 
18 adjacent duplexes. Without enough water in the municipal system to fight the blaze, the heat threatened to light homes 70 to 90 metres 
away.” 

Edgewater, NJ, 2000. (New Jersey.com Article) Near-completion 200-plus unit wood building burned to the ground. 9 surrounding homes 
destroyed; others damaged. 
 

 

http://www.torontosun.com/2013/12/17/kingston-ont-firefighters-battle-major-fire-at-student-housing-complex
http://www.torontosun.com/2013/12/17/kingston-ont-firefighters-battle-major-fire-at-student-housing-complex
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3vamnMb_YU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7E1HAaraQMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7E1HAaraQMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RGXP23qipo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1qEXuKr4jA
http://www.patriotledger.com/x2028119109/Quincy-fire-official-says-blaze-spread-quickly-because-of-faulty-fire-protection-walls
http://www.patriotledger.com/x2028119109/Quincy-fire-official-says-blaze-spread-quickly-because-of-faulty-fire-protection-walls
http://opacity.us/article66_fire_destroys_danvers_state_apartments.htm
http://opacity.us/article66_fire_destroys_danvers_state_apartments.htm
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/touch/story.html?id=11086301
http://www.nj.com/bergen/index.ssf/2015/01/from_the_archives_inferno_in_edgewater_destroys_so.html

